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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 50X1-HUM

In liovember 1954, the situation of Soviet troop uaits in the
Soviet Jone of Germany was characterized by three special
programs, namely the personnel exchange program, the motor
vehicle exchange program and the reequipment of artillery
units. Since these bPrograms are still under way, no
conclusions can be drawn about their effects on the combat
power ol the troops concerned.

The readiness for action, nowever, will be considerably
affected until late January 1955 by the Dersonnel exchange
program which involved a larger number of goldiers than
usuzl.

GIRHANY

Order of Battle.

1. After the return of the Soviet troop units to tueir winter posts,
the OB List for the Soviet Zone has again been scrutinized. The
attached list will serve as basis for the fellewing months.

freiains and Emvloyment of Troops.

The units are fully occupied with the trainin: of the numercu:
recruits. According to observatiors at the kasernes, training
included basic training, drill with and without weapons, march
practices of small units in the barracks yard, instruction on
aeavy weapons, driving practice with motor vehicles and armored
vehicles, record practice Wwith infantry weapons. and fYeyuent
thesretical instruction and political indoctrination. Firing by
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tank training battalions and artillsry units at training grounds
was observed only in a few cases.

In addition to the *raining, the units engaged in the exchange

ol motor vehicles, guns, and amnunition for these guns, the
renumbering of motor vehicles, servicing of equipment,
reconditioning of post training installations ané tiie distribution
of recruits, as well as the discharge of trained persounnel.
Regulur combat training is not expected to begin before early
December. The readiness for action, therefore, reached the lowest
level in 1954 and will gradually increase only after tie winter
exercises of corbined arms in late January 1955.

3. The sane applies to the special units. lajor elements of the
36th Brid;c tldgz Regt of the GSFG are presumably still stztioned
in the APOLLL3DORF training area on the £lbe River to which they
moved on 20 October. A unit of the 124th iv How Brig from
BRANDENBURG engaged in firing practices at aLlunuRasOi on 13 and
14 Fovenmber. On 24/25 Wovember, 13 traci-laying amphibious
vehicles, similar to those of the special wnit in SPz.wiluRG,

A

were unloaded in EBIRSWALLE,

Persornel Ixchange.

4. lhile the discharge of trained parso:mnel continued, the arrival
of recruits from the USSR, which had been observed for
approximately 3 weeks, apparently terminated in late November.
Ratwnen 20 Santemher and 25 Hovember, 65 uroop shuttle trains

vere re_orted to have arrived {rom the UISR.
ANOTHEr Vg tiawsws are believed to have arrived according to the
order of train nuubers observed.

It can thus be concluded that a total of approximately 175,000
recruits arrived. This number exceeds that of 1953 by 60,030 men.

The incduction of the 1935 class is confirmed by Order Lo 160 from
the Goviet Linistry of Tefense, dated & September 1954, and by
another Soviet document. It is assumed that in addition to the
1935 class, merbers of the 1934 class who had previously been
deferred, were also inducted. Althcugh several socurces reuorted
that the recruits included unusvally young men, there are no
indications that a younger class was inducted. the information
that the newly arrived soldiers also included trained personnel
has not been coufirmed so far.

There is no doubdb% that tue nuaber of dischargees in this year was
considerably hisher than in 19%3%. It is believed that an esiimated
30,000 wmen more than in 155% hove besn dischargad so far.
Accordin_ to whe abovementioned order and cn the basis of an

exact interpretation of tue compulsory service law, the members

of thie 1931 and 1932 classes had to be discharged. Fijures waich
uay supsort or ceatradict this assumption will be available oznly
after tne completion o7 tne discharge progran.

g
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Reeyuionent .

5. The followin_ chanze nt with v“eapons were obserwad

in Octo -er znc Nove

a. Louipgeing of mechanized regiments with JuU-122 and sU-15¢C
guns, Uy to 3 3P were observed with one wechanizel
cluent each in VolaaR, GRILGA, Bay PRLTLN ALus and
JDU”LBEOu and 8 SP guns were observed in LLO3TLR JBUAG,
austria. 3ince no tanks were obsarvad bei n: turned in at
that tine, it can be assuned thot the mevn&n¢4ed resinents
were reinforced by one SP zun conpany .

b. The reequi 2 oL wortar ragimentis of
divisions mentisned in vontinly de.ort
cinfirwed 2y the observetion of nr pattalicn
fieid nowitzers 7ith each of % tuoxk divisions and 4
divisious inc zindin. the 1%th Jus iech Mv in austria

exchungze fur rhn u0u1tzers, 120 -mm mortars were turned ir

There were no indications, however, that the entire woeriir
equipnient of those mortar regimests was exchas @ £

"‘)

121ld howiigers

¢. Heginning in en”ly November, guus have CQHt?NV‘11" arvived
from the US3H, wnc Suue ond ammunitinn nhave continvally ;
exchanged hotveen ar*il;erf unite in the zore. Jhese shiure: ta,

o3

the _urpose icih could net bz datoryaed, included:

e
-
4

pres vercars which wen:

1 sun
Lfrom Bims +

U‘
]

3 November. ‘Twent 152 mm {icls nowltzers which were unl: ucod
in BLgiwal,

1 November.
which - e“n ur}

Q2 Noverber. A train of apprezimat : 8 weth osun:
vhich went Crom BREST LITOVSK <n FaAfiar FEOTA

12 _Bovember. 4 :rain th 40 ¥ 120+ ..,.;' owis and g oy
vehicles 5ocoame : i

Lwa G

proceeded wa
At t

of a amalle~ cal. v
BBERNAT and srecendec Vlu

48 Xovombe
FRAVGFUNT/ CULR ard nere “*7oadea ¥ rJPJD“u~L”~

20 Hov cen 122 me [ie

Lun arrived in
fhere br tae ; b Arty Brig.

Mventy-aix 57 2T zuns which

20
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2! Hovember. A4 train of 26 flatcars with guns and 30 boxcavs
which went from BREST LITOVSX te PHAIKFURT/CDER.

24 liovember. A shipment of 36 x 122-mm field guns waich wer’
from POTSDAN to SCHWERIN,

29 November. A shipment of 16 boxecars wiih asmunition and
escorting detail which went from POTSDaic to USCHEZRIN.

28 November and 3 December. 4 tctal of 152.zmm field nowitzers
and 6 x 100-mm AT guns which were unlcaded in DALLGO. and were
picked up by the lst iiech Div.

70 November. Ten boxcars of ammunition wuich went from BURG
to DALLGOW .

1 December. Zight §5-mm AT suns without wvehicles whieh were

entrained in BINZ on RU_GuN Island. .
A shipment of approximately 20 x 100-mm AT guns and 10 < 57 -mm

AT guns whick came from the direction of BFELIN-0SThriUs and
proceeded teward FU_RGTLiVALDE-FRANKFURT/ODER.

The shipment on 17 November, the second saiyment on 20 November
and the two shipments on 1 December may have gone %o the
ordnance collecting point of the USFG in FULRSTYEINIALDE.

This tabulation tends to indicate that the reequipping is
limited tc units of the IV Arty Corps and artillery brigades

of the armies and rifle corps.

d. On 13 November, a chioment of 10 tauks arrived at the post of
on2 tank division of each mechanized army. The arrival or

unicading ol these shipments was confirmed by various so es

in GATZRORN, ALVRUPPIN and 4EITHAIN. "HUM
the fourth shipment went to DESSAU-nEINSDOKF. The 50x1-H

cerresponding descriptiou of these tanks, as well as the 50X1-HUM

special camouflage and security measures taken during; the
unloading, indicare that T-54 tanks were probably invelved.
Tre caliler of the tank guns which, according to other
information, had no muzzle brakes, was not deterrined.

50X1-HUM
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Liiscellaneous

. &. There arve indicntions that s% least seme of the previcus Feir:a
loconeotive Lrijades will soon be veactivated for Soviet

transit traffic through Toland.

b. The single-traci: BUFLEBEN « FhISDrICHSERT. -~ GRCSSBuHRINGEN
railread line which was reportad fo be under reconstruction
has been put ino cperation as far as FRISDRICHS:ERTH which
is about 13.5 kn distant from BULSLLBEN,

C. 4 second track wes wut into overation on tue LUBCHELN -
wWRULPA section of tlhe MERSEBURG - RUERFURT ruailroand lire
(Geiseitalbahn}, The ssction aas only local importance foi
the hydrogenaticrn plants and brown coal mines located in
this avesa.

d. The scheduled irtrecuction of the Sovied dispataner systen
had *o be delayzo in some RidDs beceause signal iustallationa
required were nitt compleced in %i.e.

e. On ) October 1954, i+he LUEOV - e ILRICE raiircad line

was put lido oy tion. thne line whien is

the FRATKFURT/CIIR - BRLST LITCYSH ine, the main
Souleu suppiy revte, was builh in order to sase tho strain op
the “ARSAW reilyced station. Vork on the line was sterted ia
1252, The Yine i= belizvad io but it owild
probably he dﬂutue-tvauuzd late bridges arc
located on the liane.

0. 5. replacemert. caen chgarvas
g July 1954 was ¢or in lats
. R

accereing
¢ *rawns loaded with vew
wtor vehiclies srrived at GLR T osratrons daily in eariy
Novemier. By mic-November, & totul of 4.230 trucks hac buro
observed arriving frem vhe ULSR, wiile 3,250 wora-out trucis
were counted le-ving LBas® Germany {or “he Ul
taken into consideration, however, thnal avprexiva
20 percent of be actual =hipments were obaerved.
assunpricn that ipis est: is forrect, it aprears
about 20 perce «f the
were replanad. £ moteor - ¢
size and nacure was ca:“'ed cut
shinmerts connected with this
beyond the axtert observed
notor vehicles inipged nct gerve ovly &-

replacenent foy worn-our ¢ Soue chipments observe:
withirn the framework of +he Ag*“h vehicle rerlacament a
werse vemavkable because of the of the vraine.

[82]

fiuCﬁs were usuall
wed infcrumation, feu

27 a Siw
5 vehicle
lagemnent 2 continue

it vwould lncleste that the
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These shipments included boxcars carrying personnel, the
&#érenzth of whica exceeded the number of escort personnel
previocusly obsewved with supply trains. It is possitb e that
these trains carried complete mgtor transport units.
Fyrther informasion is required to clarify this point.

he With regard to “he arrival of new tanks, see Faragraph 5 d.
c. The shipmeut of rifles from East-Jerman plants (SUHL) to

the Central Ordiance and Eguipment Depot of the XVP in
HENNERSDORF wae observed for the first time in early Ociober.

Kaserned Volkspolizel.

Order of Battle

11. Mo changes.

Lispositions

12. In November 1994, normel activiiies were chserved at tne posts.
Almost all unite be,an with the #raining of recruits in addition
to small exercises .n the viciniiy ol the poet. The mejority of
the motor vehicles was pui ca blocks in late Novembsr. About 50
percent of the enliuted personnel wers detached for ernloyment

L

in the harvesting o. potatces and turnips during the vaole nontih.
1+3 o (<]

Xorps Hord: Light colements of tue Inf Regt ROSTOCK still
conducted infantry i'iring practices at the GRAAL training grounds.

Zorps Sued: In November, Major Jemeral Johne (fau), previcusly
employed in the MILKVP, was confirmed 23 nsw corps seneral of
KLorps Sued. In Beptorber and Cotober, the XVP camp af WIEDEXSCINAG
was being dismentled.

iech Diy POTSDAL: . new training area was being prepared between
LEINITZ end BORGSDOIP, south of GRANIEEBURZ. K7Ps from ORANILHLBUIG
were eusployed in tho clearing o this area in November. The
DOEBERITZ troop tra. ning grounds was to be enlargsd towawrd the 2ast
as fer as itue zonal border of West-BERLIN for the XVP. Swall-scile
firiog practices, ayrarently of tank units, were observed at the

treining srounds neny Kliety as late as November,

Arrival of olor Venigis:. .

1
-~

(e

o On 26 October and 1% Fevember, 10 new trucks arrvived each day av
the ORANI=NBURG concentration camp: on 25 DJctober, 8 naw tank
trucks arrived in the Kavallerje Xaserne in PASEYALK and, on 22
Getober, 50 new tani: trucks were Forwarded to the trucik regiment
in EGGERSDOXF. Other w.its are also expected tc receive new motor
vehicles.
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i4. The decrease of the Lerscnpel strength resulting from
:a the Tall was %o be compensates by newly recruited
unt:l 1% Deceuber. Since it appeahvd rather proba thast Lhin
targe¥ date will by met, several units detached individua
recruiting officers or recruiting cetails which consisted of
several men. The enlistment of studenis at ¢fficer candidate
schoecle was alnost completed pricr to 19 Novesbesr. The nuher

new atudents currerponds o thet of graeduat transferred to

KPP units.

in preparation of *he intreduction of compulsory

files were prepare’ at all Kreis governnent de:
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